Prenatal cocaine/polydrug exposure: effect of race on outcome.
To determine the effect of prenatal exposure to cocaine on development. We tested 106 infants in the range of 4 to 30 months adjusted age with the Bayley Scales of Infant Development. The 46 cocaine-exposed infants had similar mental scores to those of the 60 control infants. Among the 47 black infants, motor scores were 11.2 points higher in cocaine-exposed infants than in control infants (115.1 and 103.9, respectively, p = 0.023). Among the 59 white infants, motor scores were similar in cocaine-exposed infants (102.9) and control infants (100.6). Genetic differences may account for this variation in motor development of cocaine-exposed infants.